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The statistics on the increase of population, published recently by Poland, do

i.
not show a very optimistic picture for the irmediate future. These statistics
were made public
2. The increase in mumbers of population for every cne thousand lnkadbitants in the
years 1948 and 1953 wvas as follows: 50X1-HUM
1948 1953
Poland 181 19.9
Polish Recovered Territories Only 25.6 27.6
50X1-HUM
3. This means that in the perilod 1948-1953 the rate of population increase in Poland
‘ rose by 10 per cent while in the other countries it was reducedfgg;g;gg;gﬁ
The total numbers of Poland's populetion are siready rearing Z( mlliiion. 50X1-HUM
L. The mumber of deaths also seems to be to Poland's advantage. The respective
statistics are as follows:
Number of Deaths for Every One Thousand Inhabitants in 1953
Poland jo.z2
50X1-HUM
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As it was already mentioned, the statisiicians forecast that the advantagecus
Polish rate of population increase will in all prouability fall in the near
fut:re. The chief reasons for it are as follovs:

a. First, those classes of age of Polish population vhich are now entering
the period of their greatest fertility, are people borm during World
War II and the German occupation. In that time, for easily understand-
able reasons, there wvas a very marked decrease in the mumbers of births.
Therefore, the section of the population vhich 1s et present most
productive dbiologically, is at the same time abnormally small in com-
parison with other age groups.

b. Second, the recent transformation of the economic conditions in
Poland has resulted in the mass move of great mumbers of the people
from the countryside to the towns; this is quite an importaat factor,
considering that the rate of population increase has alwvays been
bigger among ths country people than amorng townsfolk. The importance
of this great move is shown by the following statistical data:

(1) In the year 1931 (according to the population poll), 20.3 per
cent of the whole Polish population lived in towns having more
than 10 thousand inhabitants. In 1953, this number rose to
32.6 per cent of the vhole population.

(2) In the year 1938, the number of working persons employed out-
side agriculture amounted to 2.7 million. In the year 195,
the pumber of these persons was already 5.6 million; and it is
added that during the year 1954 it rose further by seversl
hundred thousand.

(3) Before the war, over 60 per cent of Poland's population lived
on the land. Now only over L0 per cent remained.

From the point of view of the population policy, all this denotes an imminent
reduction in the number of births, which results from the reduction of the most

fertile classes of countryside inhabltants. }

With regard to the population problems, the Comrunist government in Poland is W
carrying on a sort of two-faced policy. On one hand, there is a number of
very beneficial reforms and investments showing a sincere effort to obtain

a high increase of the difference between the statistics of births and deaths.
Here belong such special services as medical surgeries for mothers and babies,
creches, family allcwances, snd all that pertains to maternity welfare. These
services are being developed on a much larger scale than they were before the
war, and are the best means to enable the nation to meke up for the enormous
population ‘osses incurred during the war and occupation.

)Jn the other hand, we observe a different policy, resulting from the general
economic policy towards the Polish nation, which from the point of view of

the population problem is most detrimental. First, the present housing situ-
ation is nothing less then deplorable, and the investments for housing are still
r-diculously inadequate, especially when compared with the investments for
industrial development. This certainly does not aid in the &fort to increase
the population. Secomy insufficient rates of wages of the heads of femilies
practically force the wives to leave their homes and to take employment, to
which they are additionally pr-cmpted by the energetic Government pro agande

and also encouraged by the decrees assuring for them a complete equality of
-;orking conditions and career opportunities with the mer. This does not help
either in the raising of families and is sn additiounal fector hindering the
aims of re-population. One could say, in efence of the Polish government's
policy, that women's labor in indusiry is but a transitory phese, a passing
economic necessity in the first period of recomstructioz and developament,
similarly as it was in many Western countries during the war. But this is not so.
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" 9. Many siau nd.icnu that 1t 1s & permanent Communist poncy to rcscruit nasses
of wvomen for industrial employmsnt. In this, Polapd foilows the example of
‘the Soviet Union, where paid vork of vomen has dbecome an' established social
feature. It is caov;h to observe how emphatically Polish educational authorities
insist that the "lack of balance™ tetveen the sexes at professional courses
and schools of almost all branches of industry should de corrected at all
costs. Even wvithout these measures, howvever, the low standard of . earnings is
sufficient to make the vomen leave howes, in many cases surely sgainst their
%¥1l1l. The ultimate aim is presumably to replace home education of children
by the state-run educatiom in creches and kirdergartens. _Assuning that women
in general will finally accept such a solution, the effect will be an at least

temprrary decl:lne 1n the birth statistics.

Trnmfomtion of Class Structure

One of the most important changes in the class structure of tod-~y's Poland is
the complete liquidation of the land-owning class, once so powerful, which
even in the period betwveen the two great wars still played an important part
in Poland’'s life. It is Aifficult to believe thet this class would ever re-
appear in Poland in the same T0le. There 15 also the liquidation of the
class of factory owaers, owners ¢f big commercial enterprises and other cap-
italists; dbut thia does not precliude the possibility of its formin; again if
changed conditions in the future will permit it.

The other (undoubtedly most beneficial) change in the social structure is an
almost unlimited opportunity of Jluctuation between the classes. Even if
this means in many cases a degradation of certain individuals on the social
laddar, for political reasons, the change by itself is good for the country.
It has been made possible by the education reform of 1944, which opened s11
_ . medium and higher-schools free-of charge to the masses. This reform cor-

responded with the general wish of the rpation and its necessity was universally
recognized. It 1s certain that if Poland were never under the Communist
government, the reform would have been among the first pessed after regaining
independence. Therefore, however the conditions may change iz the future,
this particular reform has come to stay. It fulfills one of the most essential
requirements of social Justice, ie, that the elite of the courtry should not
be a strictly enclosed circle Jjealously guarding its privileges, dut that there
should be a constant flow of fresh forces and intellects to its ranks from all

the classes of the population.

As regards professional structure of the population, we have to note, first of
all, the decline of the peasant class from over 60 per cent to over LOper cent
of the total. Second, there is an important increase of people able to do in-
tellectual work, owing to the development of higher education. In the sphere

of higher education, there 1s a very marked stress on the technical studies as
decidedly prevailing over the bhumanistic studies. A1l this is essily under-
stood in view of the present needs of the country. According to official Polish
data, 140,000 people are now studying at 78 Polish high schools and universities;
and the Polytechnic of Gdansk alone, 2t the end of the last academic yeerx,

granted diplomms to 529 new engineers.

10.

Social Reforms

3- The social reforms in the sphere of welfare so much rrrised by the Commwunist
propaganda, on the other hsnd, have not brought real lasting benefits to the
Polish working class. The state insurance systems in tke entire SovietT bloc

scenerally lag very mmuch behind those which certeir progressive cap talist
countries and Scandipnavian states bave introduced. The pre-war 50X1-HUM
socisl insurance system in Polasndnhad s pumber of faulits, but evemn so it troughe

to the working classes, on the whole, greazter advantages then the presen: one.

The most striking example of the insdequacy of the present system are old-age

and invalidiiy pensions, which are ridiculously small. Tke only real Innovetion

ere state-financed holidays fo— vorx:ers, but these are noct yet deve‘ope on a
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